Haemodialysis for children under the age of two years.
Less than 10% of children under 2 years old with end-stage renal failure in Europe and in the United States of America are treated with haemodialysis. For small children, peritoneal dialysis is often the preferred treatment. Haemodialysis is chosen for a very small number of children, and is only used in some selected centres because of its highly complex technique, the difficulties related to vascular access, and the need to have a skilled and experienced nursing and medical team. With the technological development of recent years, the quality of dialysis treatment offered to paediatric patients has improved considerably and haemodialysis is presently considered to be a safe and efficient treatment for acute or chronic paediatric renal impairment. However, because a successful renal transplant continues to be linked to a better quality of life for children with terminal chronic renal impairment, dialysis ought to be regarded as a temporary treatment method, while waiting for a renal transplant.